
Year 9

6. ‘Raise Your Voice’ 
Contemporary Poetry

Poetry comparison
Key knowledge:
• Building on knowledge about 

comparative paragraphs from 
year 8 Nature poetry.

• Developing poetry analysis.
• Developing analysis of a poet’s 

use of structure.

1. Animal Farm

Persuasive speech
Key knowledge: 
• Introducing thesis statements.
• Integrating context successfully.
• Introducing Machiavellianism.
• Learning about totalitarian 

regimes to help when reading 
Lord of the Flies.

• Introducing rhetoric and 
Aristotle in preparation for 
Language Paper 2.

Romeo and Juliet

2. Shakespeare
Romeo and Juliet

Explain how Shakespeare presents 
love in Romeo and Juliet
Key knowledge:
• Building on prior learning of 

Shakespeare from Much Ado 
about Nothing in year 8.

• Exploring Shakespeare’s use of 
structure.

• Introducing the tragedy genre to 
aid reading of Macbeth.

• Introducing thesis statements.

3. Female Voices

4. Preparation for Paper 1
Creative Approaches

Language Paper 1
Key knowledge:
• Building on knowledge 

about writing 
descriptions and 
narratives from Year 8 
Horror and Mystery.

• Help prepare for timings 
at GCSE.

5. Of Mice and Men
1930s America

Reading Question
(Curley’s Wife/Crooks)

Language Paper 1
Key knowledge:
• Knowledge of the literary 

canon.
• Exploring how to analyse 

the writer’s structure.
• Understanding how to 

evaluate texts.
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