
CDPS Maths Department Motto
Depth not speed: every pupil to be confident, 
competent and numerically fluent. 

Negative numbers are also referred to as 
directed numbers.
You will also hear the word minus when 
referring to negative numbers e.g. -5 could 
be read as negative five or minus five. We 
prefer negative five so that it does not get 
confused with minus, meaning subtract.

Guide 5

Did you hear about the mathematician 
who is afraid of negative numbers?

They’d stop at nothing to avoid them.

Negative numbers 
are numbers that 
are less than zero.

a) Wednesday
b) -6°C, -3°C, -1°C, 0°C

Zero, 0, is neither positive nor negative!

The nearer a negative number is to zero on a 
number line, the greater or bigger it is.

Inequality symbols can be used to show which number is greater.
For example, -2 < -1 means -2 is less than -1. The wider part of the 
inequality sign faces the large number (the crocodile ‘eats’ the 
bigger number!). -1 > -2 means -1 is greater than -2 because -1 is 
closer to zero than -2.


