
Year 7 Parents’ Learning 

Conference

Thursday 12 September

Welcome! Please sit yourself at the 

correct table and complete the 

questionnaire on Assessment



Objectives

An opportunity to:

• Strengthen the bonds between school, pupils and 

parents by focusing on how we can work together to 

develop curiosity and extend skills within and across 

English and Maths

• Share our commitment to the Learning Power 

Approach

• Focus specifically on how you can support your 

son/daughter’s learning at home



Key Questions

On the cards:

• What has gone well over the past 2 weeks?

• What has been a more difficult aspect of the 

transition for your son/daughter over the past 2 

weeks?



What Pupils and Parents Have Said

“I’ve made lots of new friends and signed up for the school production”
Eleni

“This is the right school for me!” William 

“Scary but exciting” Megan

“Deer Park has been really enjoyable-everyone is helpful and kind” 
Charlotte

“We sent a nervous primary school girl to you on Tuesday, she came back 
a confident secondary school learner. An excellent start.” 

Mr Green, Year 7 Parent



School Aim

• To be a school in which pupils and staff 

are challenged to achieve more than 

they first think possible



Our School Standards

Welcome We welcome everyone to our school community.

Respect We respect and cooperate with each other. 

Value We value difference; we celebrate others’ talents and 
achievements.

Kindness We are kind to each other and we prevent bullying in all its 
forms.

Pride We take pride in our uniform and look after our school.

Effort We apply our best efforts in all we do; we work hard.

Determination We are determined and challenge ourselves to 
achieve more than we first thought possible.

Achieve We grasp all opportunities for learning so we can achieve 
our best. 



The Development of the 

Teenage Brain

Helen Charlesworth,

Head of School

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FdqDfVGZUPiWxM&tbnid=BKgLkzgIpo6QvM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.salon.com/2012/09/01/touring_the_brain/&ei=I4J6Uad6ybWEB4PbgJgP&psig=AFQjCNGamckzuF3iUzsSQvCgH9lCbTurwA&ust=1367069603115239
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FdqDfVGZUPiWxM&tbnid=BKgLkzgIpo6QvM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.salon.com/2012/09/01/touring_the_brain/&ei=I4J6Uad6ybWEB4PbgJgP&psig=AFQjCNGamckzuF3iUzsSQvCgH9lCbTurwA&ust=1367069603115239


Why should we try to 

understand the Brain?

“People are, to a large extent, in charge of their 

own intelligence. Being smart- and staying smart-

is not just a gift, not just a product of their own 

genetic good fortune. It is very much a product of 

what they put into it.”

Carol Dweck- Professor of Psychology 

Stanford University



Practical Steps to Support 

Memory for Learning 

• Pay attention. You can’t remember something if you never 
learned it, and you can’t learn something—that is, encode it into 
your brain—if you don’t pay enough attention to it. 

• Involve as many senses as possible. Try to relate information to 
colours, textures, smells, and tastes. The physical act of rewriting 
information can help imprint it onto your brain. Even if you’re a 
visual learner, read out loud what you want to remember. If you 
can recite it rhythmically, even better.

• Relate information to what you already know. Connect new 
data to information you already remember, whether it’s new 
material that builds on previous knowledge, or something as 
simple as an address of someone who lives on a street where 
you already know someone.



Practical Steps to Support 

Memory for Learning 

• For more complex material, focus on understanding basic 
ideas rather than memorising isolated details. Practise explaining 
the ideas to someone else in your own words.

• Rehearse information you’ve already learned. Review what 
you’ve learned the same day you learn it, and at intervals 
thereafter. 

• Use mnemonic devices to make memorisation 
easier. Mnemonics (the initial “m” is silent) are clues of any kind 
that help us remember something, usually by helping us associate 
the information we want to remember with a visual image, a 
sentence, or a word.



Brain Development 

in Teenagers

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dISmdb5zfiQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dISmdb5zfiQ


The Importance of Maths

Mrs Nicky Pennington

Head of Maths



Where’s the Maths?



What do we cover in Year 7?
Our objective is to help your son/daughter to:

•Consolidate your son/daughter’s numerical and mathematical capability 

from Key Stage 2 and further extend their understanding of the number 

system, along with other mathematical concepts.

•Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, developing 

conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge 

rapidly and accurately. 

•Reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, developing an 

argument, justification or proof using mathematical language.

•Solve problems by applying mathematics to a variety of 

routine and non-routine problems with increasing 

sophistication, including breaking down problems 

into a series of simpler steps.



What do we cover in Year 7?

This year’s work will build on from Key Stage 2, covering 
the following main themes:

• Problem solving

• Number

• Algebra

• Ratio, proportion and rates of change

• Geometry and measures

• Probability

• Statistics



MATHS IS 

IMPORTANT





• Use mathematical language

• Discuss the use of numbers, patterns and shapes in your day-
to-day life 

• Talk about maths when you are using mathematics in daily 
jobs and real-life situations — cooking, map reading, building 
and playing sport

• Estimate, measure and compare lengths and heights, how 
heavy or light things are and how much containers hold

• Use everyday tools like tape measures or kitchen scales and 
discuss the units of measure 

• Observe and use timetables, calendars and clocks 

• Play games with cards, dice, board games, puzzles 

How to support Learning: 
Top Tips from the Maths Team



Mrs Julie Davies

Head of English



Why is English important?

• 4 hours a week

• 160 hours a year

• Over 6 ½ days a year

• 800 hours during your 5 years at Deer Park

• Over 33 days



In English we aim to:

- promote high standards of language and literacy;

- equip pupils with a strong command of the spoken and 

written word;

- develop a love of literature through reading.

Studying English enables pupils to:

- speak and write fluently so that they can communicate 

effectively;

Success in English at secondary level ensures pupils 

have:

- the literacy to be able to access all subjects and 

examinations at GCSE level and beyond;



What is the one 

thing you can do 

to help you be 

successful in 

English?



Read



Read 

anything…



Be interested 

in a writer’s 

use of 

language

and structure

Ask questions

Think about 

effects

Consider the 

organisation of 

a text



Year 7 pupils using performance to help them 

analyse Shakespeare’s use of language in ‘A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream’.

Theatre company ‘Tiny Giants’ performing ‘A 

Christmas Carol’ for Year 8.

Year 7 hot-seating each other in role as 

characters from Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Private 

Peaceful’.









What do we cover in 

Year 7? 



Term 1 – ‘Private Peaceful’

In their study of the Michael 

Morpurgo novel, pupils will:

• learn how to analyse language 

and use textual reference;

• explore themes, including  family, 

relationships and conflict during 

World War One;

• read and analyse some non-

fiction texts written during the 

World War One period.



Term 2 – ‘Oliver Twist’

• An introduction to Charles 
Dickens and the Victorian 
world

• Comparison of the play and 
novel

• Creative writing inspired by 
the writing of Dickens



Term 3 – Non-Fiction Writing

‘Events of Significance’

Topics include:

• The Titanic

• The Suffragettes

• The fall of the Berlin Wall

• London Olympics 2012

• Analyse articles and newspapers, 
learning about how writers 
structure ideas.

• Produce narrative and descriptive 
writing



Term 4 – Introduction to poetry

• An introduction to poetic 
devices

• Exploration of poems written 
on different themes, for 
example : conflict, love and 
nature

• Begin to examine different 
forms of poetry



Term 5 – ‘A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream’

• An introduction to William 

Shakespeare and the 

Elizabethan theatre

• Study how Shakespeare 

creates characters

• Explore the themes of 

love and conflict



Accelerated Reader



How does it work in 
school? 

• Year 7 pupils will have a 30 minute session of 

Accelerated Reader every week. 

• They will be free to read the AR book of your choice, 

and complete quizzes at that time.  

• They need to come to the lesson equipped with their 

AR book. 

• Teachers, Librarians and Teaching Assistants will be 

there to guide them in your reading. 

• Pupils can also use the PLC for reading practice during 

break, lunch and after school. 



Things for Pupils and Parents to 

Consider

How will I know if a book has an AR quiz? 

You can also visit the AR BookFinder at 

www.arbookfind.co.uk to conduct a search of all 

available books with AR quizzes. 

For more information search ‘Accelerated Reader’

• Try to schedule at least 20 minutes of reading every day

• Take a quiz within 24 hours of finishing a book





Homework…

• At least three extended homework 

tasks a term

• These tasks are on a yellow sheet in 

your yellow homework book

• Homework tasks will also be on 

Show my Homework



Look Out For...



Year 7 Private Peaceful Trip 

May 2020 

Follow in the footsteps of 

Charlie and Tommo...



How much do you know?



Round 1 - Shakespeare

Question 1

How many plays did 

Shakespeare write?

A. 37

B. 46

C.50

D.25

    



Question 2

• Which of the following 

words was not invented 

by Shakespeare?

A.Assassination

B.Bump

C.Puke

D.Distort



Question 3

‘Men of few words are the best’

Which of Shakespeare’s plays 

does this quote come from?

A. King Richard III

B. The Merry Wives of Windsor

C.Measure for Measure

D.Romeo and Juliet



Round 2 – Non-Fiction

The Titanic

Question 4

How many dogs were 

brought on board The 

Titanic?

A. 6

B. 12

C. 9

D. 14



Question 5

How many warnings of 

ice did The Titanic 

receive from other 

ships?

A.2

B.7

C.0

D.6



The Suffragettes

Question 6

What were the names of 

Emmeline Pankhurst's 

daughters that helped her set 

up the suffragettes?

A. Christabel and Estella Sylvie

B. Christina and Sylvia

C.Christabel and Estelle Sylvia

D.Christina and Sylvie



Round 3 – Oliver Twist

Question 7

Who runs the home 

for orphans where 

Oliver lives for nine 

years?

A.Mr Bumble

B.Mrs Mann

C.Miss Harrison

D.Agnes Fleming



Question 8

Which of the following 

novels did Dickens not

write?

A.Bleak House

B.The Pickwick Papers

C.The Mill on the Floss

D.Great Expectations



Question 9

Dickens wrote ‘Oliver Twist 

in response to which piece 

of legislation?

A. The Law of Estates and 

Inheritance

B. The Poor Law of 1834

C. The introduction of the 

Death Penalty

D. The Decency Act



Round 4 – Private Peaceful

Question 10

Which book was Michael 

Morpurgo’s 100th?

A.War Horse

B.Listen to the Moon

C.Private Peaceful

D.The Last Wolf



Question 11

What year was 

‘Private Peaceful 

published?

A.2001

B.2006

C.2000

D.2003



Question 12

What happened to 

Tommo Peaceful’s

Father?

A. He died after catching 

Smallpox

B. He bought a farm

C.He was crushed by a 

falling tree

D.He was run over by a 

tractor



Answers:  Round 1 - Shakespeare

1. A. 37

2. D. Distant

3.  B. ‘The Merry Wives of 

Windsor’



Round 2 – Non-Fiction

4.   B. 12 dogs were on board

5.   D. 6 warnings of ice were given

6.   C. Christabel and Estelle Sylvia



Round 3 – Oliver Twist 

7. B. Mrs Mann

8. C. ‘The Mill on the Floss’

9. B. The Poor Law of 1834



Round 4 – Private Peaceful

10.   C. ‘Private Peaceful’ 

11.   D. 2003

12.   C. He was crushed by a falling tree



Tie - Breaker

• How many words are there in 
all Shakespeare’s plays put 
together?

• 814,780



What is the Learning Power Approach 

and how does it work in the classroom? 

The Learning Power Approach (LPA) is an approach to learning. This approach was 
created by Professor Guy Claxton. It is based on the idea that we are all capable of 
becoming better learners. The LPA applies this idea directly to the work of teachers and 
support staff at Deer Park School, to provide a practical framework for fostering lifelong 
learning in all young people.

The LPA allows us to nurture this ethos and build the children’s learning power through a 
variety of strategies and techniques.

The LPA supports the development of Learning Behaviours or dispositions.
There are Four Key dispositions: The 4 R’s



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QNGPZEYyUU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QNGPZEYyUU


What are the benefits of the 

Learning Power Approach?

Ten reasons to embed LPA in your school:
1. Learning powers help us make sense of a 

complex ever-changing world. 
2. Learning powers increase empathy. 
3. The LPA develops confident, competent 

learners. 
4. People who have learning powers are most 

successful in life.
5. Employers are looking for employees with 

learning powers. 
6. Powerful learners do better in school. 
7. Powerful learners do better in college and 

university. 
8. The LPA makes teaching more rewarding. 
9. Tackling challenges with learning powers 

makes us happier.
10.Learning powers help us to deal with stress 

and to lead healthier lives. 

Claxton 2018



In the Learning Power Approach, teachers use an approach called Split-

Screen Teaching. Here, two complementary objectives are explicitly woven 

together: the goal of advancing students’ knowledge and understanding of a 

particular topic, and the goal of stretching a specific learning strength (skills). 

This dual focus is made clear to the students, and the structure and the 

activities of the lesson are designed by the teacher accordingly.

Would you rather…

Have unlimited knowledge Have unlimited skills  



Miss Brace 
Assistant Head



What is Show My Homework?

Homework on your 

computer, phone and 

tablet! 

A to-do list organises 

all your work for you.

Helps you manage 

your homework from 

wherever you are.



Homework description

Your homework tasks are clearly laid out in Show 

My Homework with all the information you need 

to complete them.







In Settings, you can manage notifications.

Get notified



You can access our Help Centre at anytime - visit showmyhomework.co.uk and click support

Need help?



Our School Standards

Welcome We welcome everyone to our school community.

Respect We respect and cooperate with each other. 

Value We value difference; we celebrate others’ talents and 
achievements.

Kindness We are kind to each other and we prevent bullying in all its 
forms.

Pride We take pride in our uniform and look after our school.

Effort We apply our best efforts in all we do; we work hard.

Determination We are determined and challenge ourselves to 
achieve more than we first thought possible.

Achieve We grasp all opportunities for learning so we can achieve 
our best. 



Assessment

Ms Henson 

Headteacher



Action planning

Task:

Use the Bookmark in your pack to create 

yourself a list of 3 things you are going 

to do (or do differently) following this 

session.



Outcomes

Confident, resilient, resourceful and 

independent learners

An understanding of what is required to be 

successful in English and Maths

An understanding of how the teenage 

brain works

How you can support your child at home



Questions?


