
Getting revision ready 





Active – Make it active –

do something with the 
notes which will help you 
to understand and recall 

the information when you 
are in an exam situation. 

Little chunks . It is much 

better to start the revision 
process early and build 
manageable 40 minute 
chunks of revision into 

your week. 

Be prepared not scared!

Have a plan – make sure 

you understand what you 
need to revise and be 
realistic about when 

revision can take place. 

Often and organised – 3 

sessions of 40 minutes 
over 3 days is better than 
120 minutes just before 

the exam! Get your 
revision guide out and 

notes organised

Say HOLA to 
REVISION 



How to create a revision timetable 

Step one 
Right down all the subjects that you are studying for GCSE and what you need 
to do revision for. 

Step two 
Now rank the subjects in order, with the first being the subject which you 
need to do the most revision for. 
All subjects should be built into revision, but following the mock 
examinations you may feel that you need to do more work in some areas 
than in others. 

Step three 
Creating your term time revision calendar and your holiday time revision 
calendar – see the next slide. 



Block out the 
times when you 

are at school 

Block out any 
other 

commitments 
you have in the 
week – clubs or 

work

Look at how 
many blocks of 
time you have 

available 

Pencil in any 
revision sessions 
which school are 

offering 

Start to 
distribute the 

lessons you need 
to revise for over 

the time you 
have left 

Colour code the 
subjects so a 

quick glance will 
tell you what 
you should be 

revising. 

TERM TIME  



TERM TIME  



You have a lot 
more flexibility 
in the holidays 
but make sure 
you utilise this 

time. 

Block out any 
commitments 

you have in the 
week – clubs or 

work

Look at how 
many blocks of 
time you have 

available 

Start to 
distribute the 

lessons you need 
to revise for over 

the time you 
have left 

Colour code the 
subjects so a 

quick glance will 
tell you what 
you should be 

revising. 

HOLIDAY 



HOLIDAY 



A good revision timetable will:

 Be carefully planned to cover all the subjects you need in the time you 
have available. 

 Realistic – you can’t do 12 hours of straight revision in just one subject 
on a Saturday - build in bursts of revision time and variety of subjects. 

 Have rewards built in – this could be a 20 minute break to speak to a 
friend or an hour to go to the gym or watch some TV. 

 Put your timetable on display in the place where you revise and also 
add in reminders to your mobile phone so you can commit to revision. 



Nine nifty revision techniques 



Fill the gap
Go back through your books 
and start to identify any gaps 

in your work – use your 
checklists from your teachers 
and respond to all those star 
questions and EBI that your 

teacher has set for you. These 
tasks are designed to fill in any 

gaps in your knowledge. 



Quiz

As you go through your notes write a 
multiple choice quiz of 15 questions 
linked to the topic. Using the 
specification (spec check) may help 
with this. Writing these questions will 
allow you to recap the key aspects of 
what will come up and remind you 
what needs to be covered. You can 
complete the quiz the next time you 
revise to see how much you 
remember.  



Flash cards

These are a useful tool for keywords, 
concepts and processes. On one side 
of the card write or draw the keyword 
or concept and then on the reverse 
write a definition or explanation. Use 
these cards to test yourself or your 
friends. 
Quizlet allows you to create these 
electronically. 



Exam Question Creator

Take on the role of the examiner 
and write your own exam 
questions and mark schemes. 
Using command words such as 
identify, describe, explain, 
compare, examine, assess and 
evaluate – along with the 
specification – write 1,2,4,6,8,12 
mark questions. Also use your 
notes to create a mark scheme 
bullet pointing what needs to be 
included. 



Cramming cube

An alternative to flash cards 
could be a cramming cube. Using 

a cube outline identify six key 
aspects linked to the topic. 
These could be keywords, 

processes, concepts or exam 
questions. 



Venn diagram or          
Comparison alley

This is an excellent technique for 
comparing two places or 

processes. Simply draw a diagonal 
‘alley’ across your flash card or 

your page – on either side of the 
‘alley’ write down 

features/characteristics which are 
unique to the place/process and 

in the alley way list the 
similarities. 



Picture it

Read through a chunk of text 
and transform it into a series 
of pictures. This could be a 
visual set of prompts for an 
extended question. You can 

use numbers, arrows, 
emojis, flags or other icons. 

See if someone else can 
decode your pictures and 

answer the question.  



Concept map and revision 
clocks

Develop a concept map or 
mind map for an entire 

topic. This can be structured 
under key headings. 

Combine key trigger words 
and illustrations to provide 

an overview. 



Practice, practice, practice
Past papers may not seem the 
most exciting way to revise but 

they are actually really helpful in 
developing exam technique 
such as pace and for getting 
used to the structure of the 

paper. 

Remember – exam reports show 
that pupils that highlight 

command and keywords and 
plan for the extended questions, 

perform better. 



Looking at some examples of high tariff exam questions from across the curriculum 

Science: Use ideas about structure and bonding to explain the similarities and differences between the properties of 

carbon dioxide and silicon dioxide. [6 marks]

History: Has the role of the individual been the main factor in developing the treatment of disease in Britain? Explain your 

answer with reference to the role of the individual and other factors. Use a range of examples from across your study of 

Health and the people: c1000 to the present day. [16 marks] [SPaG 4 marks]

Geography: The worldwide economic impacts of climate change are more concerning than the environmental impacts.’ To 

what extent do you agree with this statement? [8 marks]

RP: (d) “It is a woman's right to choose abortion.” [15 marks] Discuss the statement showing that you have considered 

more than one point of view. (You must refer to religious and non-religious beliefs, such as those held by Humanists and 

Atheists, in your answer.)

Business Studies: Evaluate the likely impact on Sainsbury’s of replacing Fairtrade with its own Fairly Traded scheme. You 

should use the information provided as well as your knowledge of business. [12 marks]

Drama: You are performing the role of Mickey. Describe how you would use your acting skills to interpret Mickey’s 

character. Explain why your ideas are appropriate for: this extract and your performance of your role in the play overall. 

[20 marks]

Music: Evaluate how effectively Beethoven and Handel write for solo keyboards and exploit the use of rhythm and temp in 

these two extracts. [12 marks]

Music Technology: Evaluate the suitability of different types of microphones for recording the drum kit in a recording 

studio. [8 marks]



Read

Has the role of the individual been the main factor in developing the treatment of disease 

in Britain? Explain your answer with reference to the role of the individual and other 

factors. Use a range of examples from across your study of Health and the people: c1000 

to the present day. [16 marks] [SPaG 4 marks]



Read



Plan 

Tips:
· Make sure that you have discussed at least 2 factors but ideally 3.
· Make sure that you have discussed the long term and short term 
impacts of a range of discoveries.
· Make sure that in your conclusion you have answered the question 
showing a well explained judgement AND that you have said how the 
factors are linked together. If you are running out of time prioritise your 
conclusion.

Has the role of the individual been the main factor in developing the treatment of disease 

in Britain? Explain your answer with reference to the role of the individual and other 

factors. Use a range of examples from across your study of Health and the people: c1000 

to the present day. [16 marks] [SPaG 4 marks]



Scan

Read the question carefully and ensure you have used link sentences 
at the start and end of every paragraph.

Make sure that you check your work carefully- remember there are 4 
marks for SPAG available on this question.

Has the role of the individual been the main factor in developing the treatment of disease 

in Britain? Explain your answer with reference to the role of the individual and other 

factors. Use a range of examples from across your study of Health and the people: c1000 

to the present day. [16 marks] [SPaG 4 marks]



Read Plan Scan

3 top tips for improving performance in 
examinations 

• Read  the question 
carefully. Deconstruct it 
and rewrite it in your 
own words if necessary.

• Identify the command 
words and also the 
subject specific 
terminology. 

• Look at the marks 
available as an indicator 
of time available. 

• Make a few bullet points 
on what you need to 
include or the specific 
knowledge that you 
need to build into this 
answer. 

• Work through the plan 
and allow it to act as a 
prompt or memory 
booster for when you 
are in full flow. 

• Once you have written 
the first part of your 
answer, using your plan, 
scan back over what you 
have written – are you 
still answering the 
question or are you 
drifting off point? 

• Don’t wait till the very 
end to scan. It will also 
help you avoid waffle. 



If goats can climb trees, you can get GCSEs! 


