
                                                                  

Dear Parents 
               March 2017 
Re School Funding 
 
You may be aware of education funding now being highlighted as a cause for concern in both the national 
and local press and online.  You may recall that the Government promised to address the inequality in funding 
between different local authorities across England in 2015.  As Gloucestershire is one of the lowest funded 
authorities we were expecting the introduction of a ‘National Funding Formula’ across the country to improve 
the level of funding for most, if not all schools in the county. 
 
The Government published their proposals for the National Funding Formula just before Christmas and we 
were very disappointed to see that the proposed formula has very little impact on overall funding in 
Gloucestershire with an increase of just £2.1 million a year for the whole county, which equates to an increase 
of just 0.6%.  This does very little to close the gap between the highest and lowest funded local authorities 
and the best funded authorities will continue to receive around 40% more per pupil than Gloucestershire.  
The main reason for this is that the impact on authorities who will lose funding under the proposals is being 
capped at a maximum loss of 3% of their funding.  Whilst we do not wish to see any school losing funding, 
unless this cap is removed the fundamental injustice of skewed funding allocations will continue.  By way of 
example after the National Funding Formula is implemented the best funded secondary school in 
Gloucestershire will receive £5,511 per pupil.  The average funding per pupil in Tower Hamlets will be £6,582 
per pupil, around 20% higher than the highest funded school in this county. 
 
Schools have seen no increase in their income for a number of years now and have been absorbing the 
costs of pay awards, living wage and national insurance contribution increases and this situation is expected 
to continue.  The government expectation is that schools across England will need to make £8 billion of cost 
savings between 2014/15 and 2019/20 which equates to an 8% cut.  On top of this as a direct consequence 
of the way funding is allocated to schools in Gloucestershire, the impact of the proposed National Funding 
Formula on our schools will be to reduce our funding.  Cirencester Deer Park School will see a reduction in 
funding of 1.3% or £54,000 a year, Cirencester Kingshill will see a 2.0% reduction equating to £77,000 a year 
and Farmors will lose 2.8% or £88,000 a year.  The National Audit Office has already noted a significant 
increase in the number of schools who are unable to balance their budgets and this is set to rise further as 
costs rise further. 
 
As Headteachers of three very successful schools we will do everything we can to continue to absorb these 
financial pressures without any adverse impact on the education of the young people we have in school today 
but there will come a point where the combination of the funding freeze and the proposed redistribution of 
school funding will mean we are unable to do this.  We met with Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP for the Cotswolds 
on Friday 3 March to make these points to him and he is very supportive of our position.  Commenting after 
the meeting the MP said: ‘It was hugely important that I was able to meet and have highly constructive 
discussions with the heads of some of our biggest academies in The Cotswolds to hear first-hand the dire 
effects that this National Funding Formula will have on our schools in the Cotswolds if it goes ahead.’  
 
We feel that the best way to press for changes to the National Funding Formula to make this more equitable 
across the country and also to put the case for an increase in education funding is to write to your local MP 
and we urge you to email Geoffrey Clifton-Brown at cliftonbrowng@parliament.uk (or your MP if you are 
outside the Cotswold constituency) to express your concerns about fair funding for Gloucestershire schools 
and all schools nationally. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

       
 
Chiquita Henson         Christine Oates             Matthew Evans 
Headteacher          Headteacher             Headteacher 
Cirencester Deer Park School        Cirencester Kingshill School           Farmors School 
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