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The period since Christmas has been a particularly busy one 
for pupils and staff and as a community we have achieved a 
lot. We have made a seamless transition to academy status 
and our pupils have participated enthusiastically in a range of 
activities which have raised their awareness and 
understanding of issues affecting others and themselves. 
These include their sensitive and perceptive responses to our 
reflective óthought for the weekô, engagement in charity fund 
raising which since September has raised over £4,000 for 
good causes, and participation in our creative standstill days. 

Our pupils and the quick reactions of our staff are to be 
commended on the way in which the school was evacuated 
on Monday 4 April when a small fire was discovered in a 
storeroom adjacent to our sports hall. The pupils remained 
very calm and waited patiently in the cold while the fire crew 
made their routine checks to ensure the building was safe. I 
am particularly grateful to Anne Hacker, Head of PE, and 
Cath Brace, Assistant Head of Key Stage 4, who raised the 
alarm and, who with Martin Doidge, Director of Support, 
extinguished the fire which had been caused by an electrical 
fault. We routinely practise fire drills with our pupils and, as a 
consequence, the whole school was evacuated in under 5 
minutes. Jerry Richer, Assistant Head, reported, óThe Fire 
Officer was impressed with the organisation displayed 
by staff and pupils alike.ô  

This week, on Wednesday 6 April, 
pupils in Year 8 worked 
collaboratively in response to a 
range of creative tasks. These 
were designed to build their 
learning power and, as a part of a 
wider UNESCO project, promote a 
greater awareness of slavery past 
and present. Pupils worked 
alongside media professionals, representatives from 
organisations and other creative agents. In addition, they 
were encouraged to reflect on how they were learning and the 
skills required to undertake specific tasks.  

The day was organised by Helena Dovey, our History 
Advanced Skills Teacher, and the activities will be followed up 
through our Citizenship programme. She reflected: óAll our 
visitors were impressed by our learners and the efforts we 
had gone through to make the day possible. Anti-Slavery 
International were so impressed with the quality of the work 
the pupils had produced that they would like to include it in a 
section of their own website! You could really see how they 
were building learning power. I really enjoyed the day and it 
was good for me to see pupils in a different light and see them 
make links between different subjects.ô  

Similarly, pupils in Year 11 had the opportunity to reflect on 
their learning on Tuesday 15 March. Our óLifestyle for 
Learning Dayô was jointly put together by Head of Key Stage 
4, David Clarke and James Johnson, our Citizenship Co-
ordinator and focused our pupilsô minds on revision strategies 
and the care they need to take of themselves and their brains! 
The day was followed up with similar sessions for the pupils 
and their parents and the feedback the team received was 
very positive.  

We are very encouraged by the progress our learners are 

currently making and appreciate that with the increase in 
ócontrolled assessmentsô and modular exams, some of this 
guidance needs to be made available to them earlier on. On 
our return to school in January we shared the results of their 
mock examinations with our pupils in Year 11 and we have 
continued to support and challenge them in their studies to 
ensure they are able to secure good grades this summer.    

Because it is so late this year, the Easter break falls at a 
critical time and I would strongly recommend pupils in Key 
Stage 4 plan their revision carefully. One  simple way of 
helping them organise their time is to encourage them to 
follow their ónormal timetableô at home over the fortnightôs 
break to ensure they spend an appropriate amount of time 
preparing themselves for their first examinations in May. Year 
11 pupils will have their last official day in school on 20 May 
and their Leaversô Ball has been scheduled for Friday 1 July.  
GCSE results will be shared with our pupils on Thursday 25 
August 2011. 

Although the pressure is on for many, we encourage our 
pupils to achieve a sustainable balance. It was lovely to see 
so many taking part in our Expressive Arts Showcase on 
Thursday 31 March. The programme was varied and we are 
fortunate to have so many talented pupils. Similarly, I am 
pleased to report on the success of our Football teams in 

Years 9 and 11. Both have made it to the 
finals and will play Maidenhill and Kingshill 
respectively at Cirencester Football 
Ground on Tuesday 26 April. Kick off is 
at 4.30pm for Year 11 and 6.00pm for 
Year 9. 

In January we received the feedback 
from the Kirkland Rowell Surveys which 

were conducted in November and the 
Strategic Leadership Team have evaluated these and we 
have shared the outcomes with parents, staff and pupils. The 
analysis is far more detailed than what we have been able to 
achieve in our own surveys previously and is nationally 
benchmarked. All three groups report very favourable 
perceptions of the school and the areas highlighted for 
improvement have been incorporated into our strategic plan. 
One aspect that came through very strongly within the 
surveys was the schoolôs community spirit. This has been 
most recently reflected in our Key Stage 3 Charitiesô week in 
February which raised £2,438 for organisations chosen by the 
pupils: óHelp for Heroesô, Read International, óChicksô Holidays 
and Cancer Research.  This followed Key Stage 4ôs equally 
successful week in October. 

We are looking forward to returning to school after the Easter 
Break. In keeping with the previous two years, our Year 
groups will move up and we will start our new timetable on 
Tuesday 7 June. We will be hosting open mornings for pupils 
in Year 5 in June and our Induction Days for our ónewô pupils 
in Year 7 in July. Enrichment week takes place between 4 and 
8 July and I know our pupils are looking forward to the 
activities they will be participating in. 

I wish you all a Happy Easter and remind you that Term 5 
begins on Tuesday 26 April, which is a Week 1! 
 

Chiquita Henson - Headteacher                                April 2011 

A Busy Term....  
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KS3 Charit ies Week  

by Caroline Skerten, Head of Key Stage 3  
 
Cirencester Deer Park pupils raised an amazing £2,438 for 
charities during their first ever Key Stage 3 Charitiesô Week. 
Organised by pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9, pupils across the 
school took part in a number of activities over five days of fun-
filled fundraising.  

'I am very grateful to members of our Key Stage 3 team for 
the support they gave our pupils and the tremendous efforts 
groups and individuals made to support good causes. The 
money raised reflects their commitment and is an impressive 
achievement,ô said Headteacher, Chiquita Henson. 

In the build up to the week, pupils had been asked to suggest 
ideas for raising money. Each tutor group competed in raising 
the most money and it created a real buzz as pupils returned 
their tutor group bucket full of change. Mrs Stubbs, Pastoral 
Manager, said óThe children showed initiative and originality 
when suggesting fund raising ideas. They showed great 
commitment and enthusiasm every day and this contributed to 
an atmosphere of fun and enjoyment, whilst recognising the 
impact they would have on their chosen charities.ô 

The most creative event had to be the Silent Disco. Pupils 
organised the event where they paid to enter the ódiscoô and 

danced around listening to music on their MP3 players. 
Certainly the type of disco that teachers prefer! 

The delicious scent of home-baking filled the air as pupils held 
a cake sale, raising over Ã70. Other events included óGuess 
the number of sweets in the jarô and a óWiiô competition, 
testing balance and speed. The jumble sale was also a great 
success with pupils being able to pick up ónew outfitsô at 
bargain prices and recycling clothing in the process 
supporting our Eco School message. 

The pupil-led School Council chose to raise money for four 
charities and have opted to split the proceeds between 
Cancer Research, CHICKS, READ International and Help for 
Heroes. 

The week culminated in a themed non-uniform day, where 
pupils chose to dress in pink, camouflage gear or as a 
chicken in recognition of the charities. It certainly led to some 
interesting sights and definitely raised pupil awareness of the 
supported charities. 

The final lunchtime event was the ever popular óSoak a 
Teacherô, where pupils took great delight in being able to aim 
a soggy sponge at their teachers as they were held captive in 
the stocks. 

Also in this issue: 

Pages 3 & 4 - International News 

Pages 5 & 6  - News from the PLC 

Page 7 - MUNA in Holland  
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Page 9 - Individual Sporting 

                    Achievement 

Page 10 - Japan Disaster Appeal and 

       Moped Training 

Page 11 - Thought For The Week  

                    and iDeer 

Page 12 - General News 

Page 13 - Primary Languages 

Page 14 - 2011 Ski Trip 

Page 15 - Parents Guide to Exams 

Page 16 - Rolling Calendar 
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The Cirencester  Deer Park  International School programme 

continues to go from strength to strength. Work undertaken 

during the 2010-11 year has included Comenius project work 

with our European partner schools. Firstly a Comenius project 

initially started by Rachel Mansell, a former Deer Park teacher, 

in July 2008 concluded in July 2010 under the guidance of 

James Johnson, Deer Parkôs Citizenship Co-ordinator. This 

Comenius project was titled óYour Europe Our Europeó and 

looked at the development and comparison of different 

education systems and day to day lives of pupils and the 

schools they attend.  This project was undertaken with our 

partner schools in Germany and Austria and has provided us 

with valuable  insight into different curriculum operations. 

We are currently in the process of applying for two new 

Comenius projects with the British Council, the first project is 

based on the Expressive and Performing Arts and investigates 

the teaching of the Arts in the 21st Century in European 

countries.  Liz Norman, Head of Expressive Arts, is leading the 

project with representatives from France, Holland and Italy. A 

preliminary meeting was held in Lyon, France in January 2011 

in which Liz met the representatives from the participating 

countries to plan and implement the proposed project. The 

second Comenius project is a new initiative for Deer Park 

School in a project proposal based on the teaching and support 

of children with Special Education Needs. This project is led 

from Italy with other contributing countries including Norway 

and France. Jane Coull, Cirencester Deer Parkôs SENCO, is 

the lead teacher at Deer Park. 

A Comenius Regio project undertaken in conjunction with 

Wyedean School, Gloucestershire and Swedish Schools 

concludes in June 2011. This is  based on the teaching of the 

STEM subjects of Mathematics, Science and Technology. The 

project has looked at the development of technology and the 

teaching of the subjects in the partner schools.  The project is 

led by Celina Davies, Science and Jemma Lindsey 

Mathematics. The project work undertaken is the subject of a 

separate article later in the Newsletter. We welcomed our 

Swedish colleagues to Deer Park in March 2011 where they 

taught our Year 9 pupils in a Science, design based activity. 

We have recently heard 

that our proposed job 

shadowing project with our 

lead partner college, 

Alfrink College in 

Zoetermeer, Holland has 

been accepted by the 

British Council. Helen 

Charlesworth, our 

Advanced Skills Teacher in Science,  and Joe Lay, from the 

English Faculty, will spend a week in May 2011 with our Dutch 

colleagues in their specialist facilities where they will have the 

opportunity to observe and  teach.  Helen and Joeôs experience 

will be relayed to colleagues as part of our professional 

development programme at Deer Park. 

The partnership with Alfrink College in Zoetermeer  is annually 

strengthened by our invitation to attend the United Nations 

pupilsô conference.  We were co-cordially invited to attend the 

sixth MUNA conference in February 2011 where Caroline 

Skerten, Head of Key Stage 3, and Tim Connole, Deputy Head, 

led the Deer Park party to a conference with 350 pupils from 

across Europe. This yearôs conference chose to support a 

childrenôs charity in Burma. You can read more about this in 

Carolineôs article on the MUNA experience in this newsletter.  

Deer Park hosts its own mini MUNA in May 2011 where 

pupils from Alfrink College will support the 

event. 

International 

work and associated 

global issues have continued to have an influence on our 

curriculum at Deer Park. This is exemplified by our work with 

UNESCO and the affiliated status that we hold.  Helena  Dovey, 

AST History, represented Deer Park School at an International 

live web event in London in March where a live web broadcast 

from the United Nations building in New York debated the 

history of the Translantic Slave Trade. This event has been 

carried through into our Year 8 Standstill Day in April.  The link 

with UNESCO has developed with each year of our association. 

During 2010-11 we were asked, together with St Peterôs High 

School in Exeter, to pilot a Humanities scheme of learning 

which now has been successfully rolled out to schools 

nationally. 

The success of the International Schools work is based on 

teaching colleaguesô enthusiasm, the SLT and Governorsô 

support and most importantly of all pupilsô interest in developing 

understanding  of other pupils, peopleôs lives, homes, education 

and culture. All Faculties and Departments at Deer Park School 

are encouraged to develop International and global links at all 

levels. In the Languages Faculty links with Spain, Germany and 

France are ongoing and provide enrichment for the 

development of language learning. Recently exchanged DVDs, 

emails, and letters have provided a basis for learning and 

personal contact. Individual teachers have also taken a lead in 

International development and liaison. The work undertaken by 

Steve Woodrow in the History Faculty with the Holocaust Trust 

is a much respected and a valued contribution to the schoolôs 

International work. Steve annually supports and lectures on the 

memorial work of the Trust both at home and abroad. This 

experience is enriching and provides a stimulus for work in the 

Humanities Faculty. 

Cirencester Deer Park School will apply for its third consecutive 

period as a British Council International School 2011-2014 in 

July this year. 

 

International News  
By Jerry Richer, Assistant Head  
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International News  

South America  
by Rebecca Lillington, Geography Teacher  

On Saturday 26 March the pupils taking part in the Expedition to South America took a few steps closer to the trip by planning out 

their itinerary for the monthôs expedition. On the day the expeditionists had the opportunity to get to know each other more and 

also to discuss what they hope to get out of the trip. Working with Mark from Outlook Expeditions the expeditionists had the 

opportunity to ask all the questions they had about the month in South America ñWhere will we stay?ò, ñCan spiders get in the 

sleeping bags?ò and ñCan we have showers?ò. The pupils also had the chance to plan out their route ï starting in the Southern 

Brazilian city of Rio de Janeiro and making their way down to Buenos Aires via The Pantanal for four days of trekking  and also 

the magnificent Iguacu Falls. Probably the most important part of the day was deciding the charity projects with which we would 

be involved. Outlook Expeditions have already arranged some time working at an animal sanctuary near The Iguacu Falls where 

the expeditionists will be involved in all sorts of activities, from helping to build a visitor centre to building animal pens to feeding 

the injured animals. However, the expeditionists will carry out community work in the cities too. ñIn Rio de Janeiro we want to 

work with young people who are our age but who do not have the same opportunities, we want to make a real differenceò said 

Sophie Collins, Year Ten. Outlook Expeditions are now looking for a project which we can support in Rio and hopefully develop a 

long term link with and we are looking forward to finding out more about this soon. In the mean time the pupils are very busy with 

fund raising, so look out for any notices about events which you could support or get involved in! 

France  
by Simon Pike, Languages Teacher  

 

Vive Lô®change Culterelle! 

On Wednesday 16th February Cirencester Deer Park School 

welcomed 25 French students to spend the day at school. 25 

British pupils from Key Stage 4 volunteered to óadoptô a French 

student for the day. Together, the students enjoyed spending 

time in school. The French group also had fun visiting 

Cirencester. They remarked how beautiful the town was.  

The French group attend a school in St Genis Laval called, 

ôColl¯ge Paul D'Aubar¯de.ô This is in east central France close 

to Lyons. Lyons is the second largest city in France. Both 

Cirencester and Lyons were founded by the Romans. Lyon has 

a long cultural influence on France and the world. The city is 

known for its historical and architectural landmarks and is a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site. Lyon was historically known as 

an important area for the production and weaving of silk and in 

modern times has developed a reputation as the capital of 

gastronomy in France. It has a significant role in the history of 

cinema due to Auguste and Louis Lumière. The local 

professional football team, Olympique Lyonnais, has increased 

the profile of Lyon internationally through participation in 

European football championships. 

Economically, Lyon is a major centre for banking and also the 

chemical, pharmaceutical, and biotech industries. The city 

contains a significant software industry with a particular focus on 

video games, and in recent years has focused on a growing 

local start-up sector. Lyon also hosts the international 

headquarters of Interpol, Euronews and International Agency for 

Research on Cancer.  

Sweden  
by Celina Davis, Science Teacher  

On Thursday 24th March Cirencester Deer Park school played 

host to their Swedish counterparts St Ilianôs. Linda Vestman 

and Alexandra Drakdal are Swedish Science and Maths 

teachers who came to Cirencester to take part in the final 

stages of the Comenius Regio project. This project looks to 

improve Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

(STEM) teaching in Sweden and the UK in the hope of 

increasing the number of pupils opting for these subjects from 

sixteen upwards. Linda and Alexandra worked with a group of 

our Year 9 pupils on a STEM activity where pupils were 

asked to produce cardboard chairs that would support the 

weight of an adult. The pupils were very enthusiastic about 

the activity and came up with remarkable designs ranging 

from a recliner to a rocket shaped toddler chair. A selection of 

the pupils then went to take part in a video conference held at 

Cheltenham Ladies College with St Ilianôs pupils in Vasteras 

Sweden and other pupils from local schools in both 

Gloucester and Vasteras. The pupils took part in a discussion 

about, ñHow Science Education will be different in 2030ò and 

what todayôs teachers can do to make these changes 

possible. Some of the issues suggested by our students were 

inspiring, including how there will be no Bunsen burner 

experiments  because natural gas will have run out. As for the 

future with St Ilianôs and Deer Park we are looking to 

complete the same ñMarble Challengeò Project in both 

schools, with the pupils communicating their results and 

conclusions online via Skype. Finally St Ilianôs will host a 

presentation by Vasteras artist, Mikael Genberg who hopes to 

place a little red house on the moon. The presentation will be 

recorded and sent to pupils here where we will watch and 

then co-operate in the same activity as the St Ilianôs pupils. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gastronomy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auguste_and_Louis_Lumi%C3%A8re
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympique_Lyonnais
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UEFA_Champions_League
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interpol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euronews
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Agency_for_Research_on_Cancer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Agency_for_Research_on_Cancer
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News From The PLC  

To celebrate World Book Day the PLC held a Book Fair 

where pupils were able to buy books and use their £1 

book token. Pupils were asked to guess the all time 

favourite books of 24 members of staff. Come to the 

PLC to find out what they are. 

For Valentineôs Day pupils had to write a love letter to a fictional 

character to win a chocolate heart. Entries were judged by 

English teacher Mrs Harper who found the standard of entries so 

high that she awarded one Winner and one Highly Commended. 

The picture shows Tamsin and Emily and below are their love 

letters. 

Will Parry,  

I know that this letter wonõt let you know of anything I write 

in it, as it will never reach you, but I have to write it because 

I canõt live with no communication with you, real or imagined. 

I canõt get you out of my head, and I donõt want to. You are 

impressed on my heart forever. I can never forget a single 

thing about you, no matter how long I live or what I see or 

how the rest of my memory is used. Not one single thing can 

I forget; not your laugh, or your smile, the way you treat 

every person you can so beautifully, your strength and 

determination and bravery. Your grown up knowledge and 

courage and sense, your childish wonder and love. I fell in 

love with you when I was seven, Will, and no matter how I 

live and who I meet and I come to love, I will always love you 

with everything I am. My heart, soul and whatever else I am 

is yours. You are wonderful, and beautiful, kind, good, true, 

strong, brave, my inspiration and idol, my friend, my love.  

I love you.      ???  

Dear Rodger,  

For years we had been the closest of friends, and we 

knew each other as the birds knew the sky and the fish 

knew the sea. Our childhood days were spent joyfully 

playing in the woods and streams, and at nights we 

longed, once more, for dawn, when we would meet 

again and continue our adventure,  

But then you left, saying you were going to a place 

called school, and you were excited; there would be 

other little boys, you said. And I asked you if I could 

come, but you said I couldnõt. So then I cried for the 

loss of the endless summer days before I went to meet 

you, one last time, at the clearing in the woods. We 

hugged and said goodbye, and it wasnõt until last year 

that I saw you again.  

I was a young woman, and I was proud, for I could sew 

and weave and lace like no other woman in our village, 

and I was beautiful and I was desired by every man I 

knew. So when you came back, after so long, I spent my 

nights thinking of you, thinking how you would love to 

see me, and how surprised youõd be......................... 

It was I, who was surprised, however. Thirteen years 

ago you were a young boy, with a childish face and 

inquisitive grey eyes....  

Valentineôs Day Competition 

Did you knowéé 

Recent research shows that reading is the most beneficial 
leisure time activity to improve your chances of a good 
career in later life? 
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Could you solve the PLC Brainteaser?  Jacob has a received a Buttons 

Easter egg, Lewis has received a Smarties Easter egg and Cliff has received a 

Flake Easter egg. Has Marc received a Roses Easter egg or a Crunchie Easter 

egg?  And why? 

 

8 correct entries were received and the prize was awarded to Ellie Habul-

Morgan of 8LI for winning the tiebreaker question Why should YOU win the 

prize? by answering óBecause I tried really hard to work out the answerô. 

 

Eight teams of 4 Key Stage 3 pupils 

entered the famous annual PLC Easter 

Quiz coming up with names of chocolate 

bars and identifying famous rabbits. This 

yearôs winners were Chocky Chicks. 

WORLD Book Night represents the most 
ambitious and far-reaching celebration of adult 
books and reading ever attempted in the UK 
and Ireland. On Saturday, 5 March 2011, two 
days after World Book Day, one million books 
were given away. The book give-away 
comprised 40,000 copies of each of the 25 
carefully selected titles, and were given away 
by 20,000 ógiversô, who each distributed 48 
copies of their chosen title to whomever they 
chose on World Book Night. 
 
Cirencester Deer Park School was fortunate to 
receive 6 copies of Stuart, A Life Backwards  
from a friend of the school. Two copies are in 
the PLC and are available for  borrowing. 

Easter  in  the PLC  KS3 Easter  Quiz  

(Answer on page 13) 

More from the PLC  

Stuart, A Life Backwards, is the story of a 
remarkable friendship between a reclusive writer 
and illustrator and a chaotic, knife-wielding beggar 
whom he gets to know during a campaign to 
release two charity workers from prison. 
Interwoven into this is Stuartôs confession: the 
story of his life, told backwards. With humour, 
compassion (and exasperation) Masters slowly 
works back through post-office heists, prison riots 
and the exact day Stuart discovered violence, to 
unfold the reasons why he changed from a happy-
go-lucky little boy into a drug-addicted, alcoholic 
Jekyll and Hyde personality.  

Funny, despairing, brilliantly written and full of 
surprises: this is the most original and moving 
biography of recent years. 
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By Caroline Skerten, Head of Key Stage 3  

 

A group of Year 10 and 11 pupils from Deer Park participated in Model 

United Nations Alfrink (MUNA) , an annual simulation of the United 

Nations, for the 6th time in February.  

For three days, students from several countries in Europe gathered at 

Alfrink College in Zoetermeer (The Netherlands) to debate global issues. 

During the conference students were the delegates of the United Nations. 

We were very proud to be one of only three schools in the UK to 

participate, and worked alongside pupils from Spain, Netherlands, 

Germany and France. 

The pupils were discussing various issues that would affect countries 

globally. Just like the UN, MUNA and its delegations decide on substantive 

and administrative issues, which are then debated with each pupil 

representing a particular country. Deer Park had pupil delegates 

representing Spain, Sri Lanka, Syria, Ukraine and the USA in the following 

councils: 

Council of Europe 

Crisis Committee 

Economic and Social Council 

GA 1 Disarmament and International Security 

GA 2 Human Rights 

GA 3 Environmental, Humanitarian and Health Issues 

GA 4 Special Political and Decolonisation 

Security Council 

Special Conference about Asia 

The whole MUNA experience trip was a fantastic opportunity for global 

pupils to meet. Pupils and staff were hosted with Dutch families, and we 

were given a thoroughly warm welcome and I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the families and staff that looked after us so well. 

MUNA supports the Mae Tao Clinic and the Burma Children Medical Fund 

(BCMF). Pupils raised money whilst participating in debating and during the 

closing ceremony were delighted to hear that their donations made a real 

impact. MUNA 2011 has helped sponsor a van of Burma Children Medical 

Fund and whilst we were busy debating in Zoetermeer on Thursday this 

van took ill patients to a big teaching hospital in Chiang Mai, northern 

Thailand. 

Itôs not all work and no play... the pupils were able to meet up at the official 

MUNA party, where 300 pupils enjoyed themselves dancing away. It was 

great to see pupils from Spain, Netherlands, Germany and France all 

mixing together and enjoying the great atmosphere! Mr Connole and I will 

never forget the noise level! 

Holland  
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Olympic Games tickets are 
available now. You need to 
submit your application by 
11.59pm on 26 April 2011. 
A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e 
Paralympics will be open in 
September 2011. 

www.tickets.london2012.com 

Sports News  

Girls in Year 7 and 8 have been taking part in Girls 
Only cricket sessions on a Thursday afternoon since 
January. Before half term Lisa Padgett, 
Gloucestershire Cricket Board (GCB) Women and 
Girlsô Development Officer, came in to school to do 
some sessions with the girls and Mr Germaine 
continued this after half term. The popularity of girls 
cricket has increased and is a priority for the County, 
and Deer Park is happy to do its bit to promote the 
sport. In partnership with Cirencester Cricket Club, 

the school is encouraging the girls to attend practice 
at Cirencester Cricket Club on a Friday evening after 
the Easter break. Mr Germaine commented ñIt is great 
to see the girls enjoying the training sessions and 
wanting to play at a competitive level. With 
Cirencester playing in the Gloucestershire Girlsô 
League at U13 it is the natural step for the girls to 
start playing at the club.ò For further information of 
girlsô cricket contact Mr Germaine at school or visit 
www.gloucestershirecricketboard.com .  

Deer Park Bowling Maidens Over  

Our Year 11 and Year 9 Boys Football teams are 
through to the District Finals which will be played 
at Cirencester Town FC on Tuesday 26th April.  

Year 11 v Kingshill Kick off 4.30pm   
Year 9 v Maidenhill Kick off 6.00pm  

Come along and support our boys. Admission is 
£2 per adult. The club house will be open for 
refreshments and presentations will be pitch side 
after the matches. Good luck to both teams! 

District Football Finals  Inter Tutor Group Football Tournament  

On Thursday 10 March the Deer Park Inter Tutor 
Group Football Tournament took place after 
school to raise money for Comic Relief and 
Leukaemia Research.  We raised £135 for our 
chosen charities. The winners were Year 7NI, 
8DE, 9DU and 11JA. 

London 2012  

Our Year 9 Girls Hockey team fought it 
out recently for Team of the Year, but 
were knocked off the top spot in the 
District League by KLB. 

At the District Tournament the following 
evening, our  17 strong squad worked 
together with grit and determination and 
regained their confidence. They didnôt 
lose a game: 

Farmors 1-1 
Archway 0-0 
Rednock 1-0 
KLB 0-0 

 
The KLB result was outstanding after the 
3-0 defeat the night before. The girls did 
themselves proud and finished in 2nd 
position overall in the District 
Tournament. 

Miss Smith says ñIôm very proud of my 
Year 9 Girls team this year. They have 
worked as a team, encouraged each 
other and shown true sportsmanship and 
determination in every game. Well done 
Girls.ò  

Congratulations to Steph Hacker and 
Corrie Hart on representing the County 
Hockey team too. 

We have come to the end of the season for 

football and hockey. Congratulations to all the 

pupils who have attended practices and 

represented the school in fixtures and 

tournaments. 

Football Results  

Year 7: Played 4. Won 2 drew 1 lost 1. 3rd in 

league. 

Year 8: Played 4. Lost 4. 5th in league. 

Year 9: Played 5. Won 5. Won the league.  

Year 10: Played 1. Lost 1. 5th in the league 

Year 11: Played 4. Won 3 drew 1. Won the 

league. 

Hockey results  

Year 7: Played 7 won 1 drew 1 lost 5 

Year 8: Played 7 won 3 Drew 2 lost 2 

Year 9: Played 4 won 2 lost 2 

Under 16ôs: Played 6 won 3 lost 3 

 

Congratulations to the Year 11 girls who have 

followed the Netball  Young Leaders module in 

lessons and successfully coached pupils from 

Chesterton Primary School and who ran a 

tournament for them. Two great afternoons were 

thoroughly enjoyed by both schools. I even had 

an email thanking the girls from the staff at 

Chesterton.  

Girls Hockey  

We won the Cotswold 

Partnership Swimming Gala 

for the 4th year running.  

Swimming  

Term Review  

http://www.gloucestershirecricketboard.com
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Individual Sporting Achievements  

Matt George : Following a fantastic 
Karting Season in 2010, Matt has moved 
up into Seniors this year. Having started 
in Senior Rotax classes, Matt is now 
moving into KZ2 classes for the 
remainder of the season.  This class is 
very high powered and super fast and 
for the first time Matt will drive a kart with 
a six speed gearbox. 

The focus this season is to learn and 
enjoy and to allow time for Matt's 
GCSE's but Matt has been offered a 
position with a highly regarded Formula 
3 racing team as a Junior Mechanic/
Driver when he leaves school in July 
which could be the óopportunity of a 
lifetimeô. 

KARTING 

MOTO GP 

A number of our pupils are able gymnasts.  

National team tumbling  
The Welsh national team were there and were incredible, so tough 
competition! However, Jessica Marriott came 19 out of 32 tumblers 
with an overall score of 74.7 and Forrest Fry was 10 out of 10 
tumblers, although last in his category Forrest was against 18 year 
+  ï overall score 72.2. A score over 70 is very impressive at this 
level! 

Wiltshire County Novice / Levels  
Rachael Cannon ï Bronze Level 4  
Jessica Marriott ï Silver Level 4  
Annette Fugalis ï Gold Novice 1 
Georgia Stevens ï sadly injured 
her ankle in warm up  
Katie Foye ï Bronze Novice 2 
Jasmine Baker  -  Gold in the age 
12-13 group Novice 1 
Ellie Shaw ï Silver in the age 12-
13 group Novice 1 

GYMNASTICS 

Lauren Williams : has competed at 
Nationals several times and is in the 
middle of taking part in GB Trials for 
u18s. She is the 12th fastest u16 
sculler, and 2nd fastest u16 double in 
the country. At the moment she is 
training to be in a boat with two world 
champions, and training to hopefully 
win National Championships to go on 
to represent England at u18 level 
against Scotland and Wales in the 
summer. 

HOCKEY 

SCULLING 

Charlie Partridge is playing for 
the West in a national tournament 
and a place in the county of 
Gloucestershire under 14 squad for 
the second year. 

Jess Marriott in action 

Kurtis Drew : Kurtis started the Racing Season in 
March.  He is on a new bike, GP 70 Metrakit, and 
for his first race he came a credible 6th place out of 
20. This was a fantastic result as it was the first 
time on the new bike. He will continue with the race 
season until the end of October. In 2009 he won a 
novice championship.  

From Kurtis: I started riding in January 2008. I go to 
the leisure centre gym and ride my jump bike. I race 
in the National Championship called FAB Racing 
and have competed at Silverstone. I hope to apply 
for a European Championship in May called Red 
Bull Rookies, which is one step down from World 
Championships. If I am accepted, I will have to go 
to a track somewhere in Europe for a 3 day trial.  

We are good friends with Moto GP riders Danny 
Webb and Scott Redding, who have given me 
advice for racing.  I am really hoping to get further 
and begin a career in it.  

Georgia Wing : Netball Excel training with England U17 and U19 

players. Georgia has been picked for a National match day on the 12th 

March in Loughborough which could lead to a National Screening day 

in April and that could lead to England selection. 

NETBALL  
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Japan Disaster Appeal  

by Andrea Garcia -Ochoa Lee, Year 9  

At 2.36pm local time on Friday 11th 2011, Japan suffered its worst disaster since 

records began. It is and was all over the news as the world watched the 

earthquake that was 8.9 on the Richter scale, which caused a devastating 13 foot 

tsunami, and overwhelming destruction. Cars, homes and lives were swept away. 

More than 10,000 people have lost their lives and sadly there are thousands more 

still missing.  Yet even through all the chaos and pain that the Japanese have and 

are going through, they have acted with great patience and spirit. Unfortunately, 

the scale of devastation is huge, and Japan needs help.  

This disaster has also been close to the hearts of many people around the world, 

including Miss Hope, who in 2006 had the chance to visit Japan, and experience 

the wonderful culture in the three prefectures she visited. Together with the support 

of pupils and school staff, we will be trying to raise some much needed money to 

help the victims. With a bucket collection and some generosity, we managed to 

raise £37 at the Expressive Arts Spring Showcase and we will be running lots of 

other events to try to raise even more! We have held a delicious Cake Sale in the 

Atrium, and a ñGuess the number of 

sweets in a jarò, kindly sponsored by 

the Co-Operative, as well as a 

collection of coppers after the Easter 

break, on a Japanese flag. But to raise 

as much as we can for this worthy 

cause, we desperately need 

everyoneôs help. If every pupil in this 

school donated just 30p, we could 

achieve over £300. It is clear that this a 

great cause, so please buy a cake, 

donate some money, and help get 

Japan, this amazing country that is so 

desperately in need, back on its feet.  

By Chris Harrison,  Motorcycle Safety 
Coordinator, Gloucestershire Road 

Safety Partnership   

 

 

 

The mission of the Gloucestershire 
County Council  Road Safety  
Partnership is to ñimprove the quality of 
life for people living, working and 
travelling within Gloucestershire by 
reducing collisions and casualties on our 
roads and promoting road safety skills 
for lifeò.  

In March a small 
group of Year 
11 pupils took 
part in road 

s a f e t y 
t r a i n i n g 
a f t e r 

s c h o o l . 

Meeting with the riders at Deer Park the 
session started with a quick chat about 
their riding experience and the types of 
journeys they make on a regular basis. 
Iôm not there to test them but to build on 
the basic training they will have been 
taught and offer some survival skills. To 
do this we took to the road. This gave 
me the opportunity to see the boys ride 
and offer tips and advice specific to their 
ability and needs. Very quickly I could 
identify areas needing improvement, 
stopping either during or at the end of 
the ride to chat about what i saw and 
explain how best to improve their already 
good riding standard.  

This free training is offered by the Road 
Safety Partnership and is open to any 16
-19 year old riding up to 125cc machines 
and can be arranged either through Deer 
Park School or directly by calling Chris 
Harrison 01452 425600. 

This is what some of the pupils thought 

of the course: 

It was good to know what I needed to 
improve on to make me safe on the 
road, thanks very much I feel the 
experience was very worthwhile and I 
recommend it to any learner. (Jody 
Burgess) 

It went really well and it helped me be 
more aware on the road.  (Troy Pitts) 

Cheers for the opportunity to keep me 
safe, I found it extremely helpful and I 
think that it is a worthwhile exercise for 
anyone to do.  The feedback was really 
h e l p f u l 
making me 
learn things 
t h a t  I 
w o uldnôt 
n o r m a l l y 
learn in my 
C B T . 
( R o b 
Mant) 

Year 11 Moped/Cycle training  

Abbie Lea Drew in Year 11 recently 
recorded a song with up and coming 
Cheltenham producer Daniel Bryer. 
Abbie was so touched by the news from 
Japan that she has decided to donate 
proceeds from her song to the victims of 
the Japanese earthquake and tsunami. 
The song óUntouchableô was written 
especially for her.  

Abbie has an interview with Total Star 
Radio 107.5FM on Tuesday 12th April 
between 11.30 and 2.30. They will 
interview her and Daniel and play 
óUntouchableô throughout the day. They 
will be encouraging people to buy a copy 
for the Japan Crisis Appeal. 
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Thought For The Week  

Pupils have been a lot more thoughtful at Deer Park School lately 
thanks to a new óThought For The Weekô. 

Tutors have been delivering the óThoughtsô that are quotes from 
famous people, ranging from Martin Luther Kingôs: óThe ultimate 
measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort, but 
where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.ô To  Winston 
Churchillôs: ñIf you are going through hell, keep going.ò 

The óThoughtsô are linked to the schoolôs SEAL (Social and Emotional 
Learning) curriculum which ensures that pupils learn skills such as 
self awareness and empathy. The response from pupils and tutors 
has been tremendous as they post their responses in a box in the 
PLC. 

Pupils win prizes in assembly every week if their response to the 
óThoughtô has been picked.  

Another óthoughtô featured has 
been this from legendary 
martial arts star Bruce Lee: óIf 
you always put limit on 
everything you do, physical or 
anything else, it will spread into 
your work and life. There are 
no limits. There are only 
plateaus, and you must not 
stay there, you must go 
beyond them.ô 

This prompted Ryan Berry 
10EH to comment ñYou should 
never limit yourself. If you want 
it, you can get it. This quote 
shows that you should never 
give up because if you do, 
you will never live life to the 
full.ò 

 
 

Responses to the Winston Churchill 
quote above include: 

Louise Taylor 8Tu  

ñI think itôs an amazing phrase. It 
should be used a lot more. I think it 
means, if youôre going through a 
tough time, donôt stop trying because 
it would be all for nothing and you will 
never get to your goal. It makes me 
think of the earthquake sufferers.ò 

Mark Chapman 8Tu  

ñThe war was hell for Britain but 
eventually Britain broke through hell 
with the D-Day landings. In everyday 
scenarios, this would mean if you are 
going through harsh times then if you 
stop you will still be in harsh times. 
But if you keep on going then thereôs 
a chance that those times will pass.ò 

WE continue to develop our Virtual Learning Environment 
(VLE) known in school as iDeer. The process is ongoing 
and perhaps slower than we would all like but we are 
making progress. Years 7 & 8 have their homework set 
through iDeer and Years 9 & 10 will join them after the 
Easter Break. Year 11 has a dedicated One Stop 
Revision Shop to make it easy for pupils to find the 
subject resources they need, plus hints and tips and links 
to all manner of useful sites.  

We are planning a Parents Information Meeting on 

Thursday 12th May - more details of this to follow. 

Some students are having trouble accessing homework 

attachments from home. In school we use Microsoft 

Office 2007, so files on iDeer may be eg .docx or .pptx 

rather than .doc or .ppt  

If you have an older version of Microsoft Office on 

your computer:  

To open Microsoft Office Word 2007 .docx or .docm files 
with Microsoft Office Word 2003, Word 2002, or Word 
2000, you need to install the Microsoft Office 
Compatibility Pack for Word, Excel, and PowerPoint 2007 
File Formats and any necessary Office updates. By using 
the Compatibility Pack for the 2007 Office system, you 
can open, edit some items, and save Office Word 2007 
documents in previous versions of Word.  

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word-help/open-a-word-
2007-document-in-an-earlier-version-of-word-
HA010044473.aspx  

If you donôt have Microsoft Office on your computer:  

If you donôt have Microsoft Office on your machine, you 
could look into downloading the latest version of 
OpenOffice.org onto your computer. OpenOffice.org is a 
free piece of open source software which provides word 
processing, spreadsheets and presentation applications 
and is compatible with many Microsoft Office file formats.  

Find out more on http://www.openoffice.org/  

Cirencester Deer Park School does not recommend or endorse 

any 3rd party products. If you chose to download and use the 

software, you do so at your own risk - contact the software 

provider for support, not us.  

 

 

iDeer  

Email Newsletter  

THREE weeks ago we launched our regular email newsletter, sent to parents and staff, once a week during term time, generally on 

a Friday afternoon. The aim is to keep you up to date with letters home, forthcoming events and general school news - with links to 

further information on our website www.deerparkschool.net where relevant. We hope you find this service useful! 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/51/BruceLeecard.jpg
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word-help/open-a-word-2007-document-in-an-earlier-version-of-word-HA010044473.aspx
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word-help/open-a-word-2007-document-in-an-earlier-version-of-word-HA010044473.aspx
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word-help/open-a-word-2007-document-in-an-earlier-version-of-word-HA010044473.aspx
http://www.openoffice.org/
http://www.deerparkschool.net/
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Young Photographers  

by Lucy Stephenson, Year 8  

On 16 March, ten local secondary schools 
attended a KS3 Inter-school Science Quiz 
at Isambard Community School, Swindon 

as part of the National Science and Engineering Week.  

We arrived and were split into three teams, each consisting of 
two Year Nines, one Year Eight and one Year Seven. We were 
briefed and given the first section of the quiz. This was a 
'Dingbats' round consisting of a series of pictures that when 
spelled out together would make a piece of lab equipment. 
This was considerably harder than it sounds! The next round 
was questions related to the KS3 Curriculum. After that we 
received a challenge. When a balloon is blown up and 
released it flies up in the air and flies around. Our task was to 
modify the balloon so that it flew forwards as far as possible. 
Our tactics were a weight at the end, so that it did not fly up, 
and fins. This succeeded for two of our teams! We were given 
a break before returning to 'Name the Scientist' ï a sheet of 
paper with pictures of ten scientists, both modern and 
historical. This was followed by another knowledge round and 
a multiple choice round. Then we were set the final challenge. 
We had to create a marble run that took the marble down to 
the ground in the longest time possible. We had to do this with 
just sellotape and paper. This was perhaps the hardest section 
of them all. 

All three teams did exceptionally well and we even managed 
3rd place for one team, winning well-earned Easter eggs. It was 
a really enjoyable day that didn't just focus on Science but 
teamwork as well. Every one who took part contributed well, 
and I think we all learned something! I would love to take part 
again another year!  

Angus Malgrem, Highly Commended 

óSunflower in Close-Upô  

 

Imogen Piper , Commended 

óSri Lanken Girl in a Tuk-Tukô  

CONGRATULATIONS to Imogen Piper in Year 11 and Angus Malmgren in Year 

10, both award winners in the Gloucestershire Young Photographer of the Year 

2011 competition. 

KS3 Scient is ts  

DEER Parkôs budding photographers have 

been learning and trying out new skills during 

an after school club.  

Members bring their own camera, either 

compact or SLR, and have been learning 

about composition, shutter speeds, aperture 

priority and Paintshop Pro.  Activities have 

included playing in the dark with slow shutter 

speeds to create eerie ólightô pictures and a 

wildlife walk. 

Pupils have also been able to showcase their 

own work for feedback and have gained 

confidence with their own photography. 

Some have even entered local photography 

competitions and won prizes! We hope to 

have our own exhibition of work up in June. 

Anyone is welcome to join the club and bring 

their own camera. It is held every Tuesday 

after school. Pupils should see Miss Oliver if 

they are interested.   

Photography Club  

Staf f  News  
Finance Officer Liz Erbes 

has retired from the school 

after 22 years of accepting 

payments from pupils for 

school dinners, music 

lessons and school trips. 

Commenting on her 

departure Martin Doidge 

Director of Support said 

ñLiz will be much missed by 

all the staff and pupils but 

after counting and banking 

well over £1.5m of cash in 

her time with the school 

she certainly deserves a 

long and happy retirementò. 

An Evening With Elizabeth Burton -Phillips  

Parents may be interested in a forthcoming event which is 

part of Kempsford Literary Festival.  Elizabeth Burton-Phillips 

is the author of ñMum, can you lend me twenty quidò which 

describes the impact of drugs on her family when both her 

sons succumbed to drug addiction. Her talk takes place at 

Kempsford School on Tuesday 10th May at 7:30. Tickets are 

available from iris.lewis@btinternet.com  
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newsletter which will be available exclusively as a 
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cantly reduce the amount of printing we do each year 

and contribute towards our Eco -School initiative.  

Once again we are collecting Tesco vouchers . 
Please hand them to your child to give to their tutor. The 
more we collect - the more resources we can buy!  


